
In re Valdesuso

This name and gender change order was referenced in one of the earlier bar journal art-
icles about transgender legal issues: R. Joel Tierney and Timothy M. O’ Brien, You’re a
Good Man Charlotte Brown or What Now My Love?, Hennepin Lawyer, Nov. 1968.  In
this article it was mentioned that, at the time, she was a featured performer at The Gay
'90's, one of the oldest gay bars in Minneapolis (still in business, in fact.)  I believe that
she was also featured in some issues of Lee Brewster's now-legendary 1970's publication,
Drag Magazine.

By the time I searched the Hennepin County, Minnesota court records for this file in
2000, the petition had long since been destroyed.  So, the legal theory under which this
relief was sought cannot be deter-mined (the attorney who represented Ms. Valdesuso has
is also now deceased.)

Though not a published opinion, In re Valdesuso is of significance because it shows that
American courts recognized the concept of gender transition prior to England's 1970
Corbett v. Corbett.  Also it is legitimate precedent for all transsexuals in Minnesota
seeking recognition of gender transition but who have the litany of anti-recognition trial
level decisions from Ohio and New York cited against them (though, of course, no one
can make any guarantee as to how any judge will weigh precedent.)



                 






